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power now wielded by district officers to
the district Councils, whose position should
be strengthened. The keynote to all pro-
gress lies, however, in the transfer of the
superior control from the bureaucracy to
men unwarped by official bias and more in
sympathy with popular aspirations.
Once this major reform is achieved, the
path of progress will lie open before us.
It will be comparatively easy to advance
with ordered steps toward the far-distant
goal of democracy. And do not let us be
deterred by the gloomy forebodings of
those who see in every measure of justice
to the people an unlocking of the flood-
gates of sedition. A thousand times has
history belied such prophecies of disloyalty
to the paramount Power. We may recall
the saying of the Duke of Wellington OB
Canadian aspirations : " Their lordships
may depend upon it that local responsible
government and the sovereignty of Great
Britain were completely incompatible," Or
if that instance is too far off, the wailings
of " men on the spot," like Lord Milner,
before the grant of autonomy to South